THE NEW RUSSIAN: PRODUCTIVITY
There are many other comparable figures showing
the improvement in workers' education of every con-
ceivable kind. In the Soviet Union, the extreme short-
ness of the working day and the long holidays with fall
pay enjoyed by all city workers give very considerable
opportunities for study. More important than any-
thing, in this matter, is the psychological impetus of
popular praise given to the worker who studies in his
spate time (his wall newspaper is the most important
medium of praise), and also the by no means negligible
sense of social enthusksm for activity that is con-
sidered to be part of the revolution itself. In the West
there is always room for cynicism in the mind of the
worker, who may feel that he is encouraged to work
primarily for the benefit of shareholders whose faces he
never sees and who themselves are interested in
nothing but the prospect of dividends earned by the
sweat of his brow. Anyone who thinks carefully of the
real meaning, in terms of work and sweat, of the lists of
Stock Exchange prices and dividends published in out
daily newspapers, and of the narrow, bargain-hunting
viewpoint of the prospective investor when he scans
these pages, should realise the vital distinction between
the urge to "get on" in the mind of the Soviet worker
and the corresponding impulse in the mind of the
"good boy" under capitalism.
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